EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT!!!!

Well, at long last, the information you have been waiting for has arrived. After a long winter filled with snow storms, and cold weather, making it almost impossible to travel, I’ve finally gotten my feet out the door and have returned from Washington, D.C. The plans for the reunion have pretty much been firmed up.  So, I’ll give you all the information that I have at this time.  

First and foremost, the dates of the reunion are Wednesday, September 22, 2010 thru Sunday, September 26, 2010.

The hotel is the Channel Inn Hotel, located at 650 Water Street, Washington, D.C. 20024. The Hotel phone number is (202) 554-2400; they also have a toll free number at (800) 368-5668. You can start booking your rooms now under the USS Card reunion.  The hotel rates are $130.00 per night with one person in a room, or $135.00 per night with two people per room. I have been assured that the room rate will be honored for early arrivals and later departures if you want to extend your visit by a day or two.  Please note: All rooms must be booked no later than 30 days prior to arrival in order to assure these rates.  The confirmation number for this rate is 151070 if they can’t find us under the USS Card listing.  I would suggest you book early.  Better to have your room reservation early, than to lose out on these special rates.  For those of you who have never been to this area of the U.S.A., the average room rate is over $300.00 per night, so this is truly a bargain.  The front of the building faces some office buildings across a wide boulevard, and the back of the building is right on a spectacular marina.  The view is just gorgeous!  All rooms have private balconies.  They also come equipped with hair dryers, irons and ironing boards.  All doorways are wide enough to accommodate wheel chairs and/or walkers if you need them. If you want the best view, request a room overlooking the marina. Parking is free to hotel guests, and there is someone on duty for security. The hotel is totally non-smoking, but smoking is permitted on your balcony.
The hotel is about 2 miles from Reagan International Airport.  Taxi fare is approximately $15.00, depending on the amount of passengers and how many bags you will be carrying.  (Tip for the driver is not included.)  Dulles International Airport is much farther out from the downtown area, and a taxi ride could cost well over $50.00, so keep that in mind when you book your flights.

The amenities at the hotel are really wonderful. There is a coffee shop right off the main lobby for breakfast. Just grab a tray and order your eggs, toast, waffles, bacon, sausage, fruit or whatever you desire and they will cook it up for you to your liking. The waffles I had one morning were just wonderful. They came with hot melted butter and warm syrup. Yummy! And yes, for those of you who like them, they even had grits!!! And the coffee refills were free.

The main restaurant in the hotel is located on the first floor as well. It is beautiful to look at. There are windows on two sides, overlooking the river and the marina just out the back door. There is wood paneling all around, and fresh linens on the tables. They serve both lunch and dinner. The food was excellent the nights I stayed there.  The raw oysters, for those who like them, were spectacular! The filet mignon was done just perfectly.  Fresh warm bread on the table, good salad, vegetables were fresh, not out of a can. Another night I had the seafood platter.  They served a filet of sole, shrimp, scallops, and a large crab cake.  Was more than I could eat!  For those of you who want a lighter fare, they have a lighter menu, hamburgers, salads, etc.
There is a full service bar on the main floor for those of you who like some type of liquid libation that may not be available in the hospitality room, and the hotel has room service if you choose to use it.
Wednesday, is the opening day of the reunion, and there is nothing scheduled at this time. I have left the calendar of events of the reunion quite open so that you might visit some of the spectacular sights this city has to offer.  There are many tours you can take, and the brochures are available at the front desk of the hotel as well as small maps of the city.  The Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument, Vietnam Wall, Smithsonian Museums, (there are several), the Capitol Building, etc. The Washington Circulator bus runs across the street from the hotel, and will take you to the central mall where you can pick up other routes around the city.  The cost is quite reasonable at $1.00 per person, and $ .50 for seniors and handicapped.  The hotel also has taxicabs right outside the front door for your convenience.

Thursday is another open day for your sightseeing pleasure. Thursday evening will be a cocktail reception for those of the USS Card organization attending the reunion.  Assorted hot and cold Hors D’Oeuvres will be served for your enjoyment, as well as liquid refreshments will be available. The time of the event will be announced in the future.  This event will be hosted by the Card Association for your pleasure.  Dinner, if you can eat another thing after this, is up to you! 
Friday, September 24, 2010 is the dedication of the memorial plaque. This is scheduled for 10:00 a.m. at the U.S. Navy Memorial, 701 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C.  Transportation will be provided from the hotel to the Memorial for those of you staying for the reunion.  I’m still working on transportation, (very expensive to rent busses in this town –I had hoped to rent one, not buy it!) so I’ll let you know in the future if there will be a charge for the busses.  I’m hoping to add a visit to the World War II memorial after the dedication ceremonies, so keep tuned to future Score Cards for more info. 
The banquet will be on Saturday night, and will be hosted by the USS Card Association. The menu will start off with a small Italian antipasto (cheese, salami, grilled vegetables, etc.), followed by a mixed green salad, then you will have your choice of prime rib of beef, fisherman’s platter (just like I explained above), or breast of chicken tarragon, potato and vegetables and dessert.  If any of you have any food allergies, please let me know so that I can make some other arrangements. (And no I don’t care if you don’t eat lima beans!)  There will be a cash bar for those who enjoy a cocktail, beer or wine with their meal.

Sunday is farewell and a safe journey to all.

So, I think that is about all the information I can give you at this time.  For those of you who have not completed the survey printed in the previous Score Card, I have enclosed another copy.   It is very important that you fill it out and mail it to me as soon as possible. Attendance at this event determines whether or not the Card Association can cover the cost of different functions, or we may have to charge nominal fees.  So, if you have even the slightest chance of coming, you need to let me know!!!!!  We would like it if you could all come for one last time, or even if it’s your first time visiting with us !!!!!
Another thing… Gentlemen – being that this organization is all about you and the time you served aboard this ship, I need, (not want, but need) you to write to me with about something you remember about serving on the Card.

I have enclosed a form for you to fill out with ample space for your remembrances.  Don’t worry about penmanship. I’ll do my best to figure it out.  Just write something. It could be anything.  Who you remember, something you did, food you ate (or didn’t eat), your type of duty on board.  Just something about your time on the ship!  Just jot it down and get it to me as soon as possible.  Thanks.
Also, for those who may be wondering, yes, Washington has wonderful Emergency Medical Response Care, (Washington’s Fire Department) should you need it, and their George Washington University Hospital is top notch.  Recent events required a stay at that institution by one of my travel companions. They are home and doing well.  But that is another story.
Well, this is going on and on, but I wanted you to have as much information as possible.  The next Score Card will have the actual registration form for you to fill out with more details and actual times and any other things you will need to know for your visit in Washington.  As ever, if there is anything you need to know, or I can be of service to you in any way, please let me know.  I can be reached at (516) 623-4769, or you can write to me: Carlyn Kompel, 35 Earl Drive, Merrick, New York 11566, or email at Carlyn3@verizon.net.
Be Safe, Stay Healthy
Carlyn

Due by April 30, 2010

Mail Survey to :

U.S.S. Card Survey

C/O Carlyn Kompel

35 Earl Drive

Merrick, New York 11566

Name of Member _________________________________________________

 Address  ________________________________________________________


      ________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________________________

# Members Attending _____________________________________________

# Members Family or Friends Attending with member __________________

Comments: ______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Thanks Again!!

Carlyn
USS CARD – MEMORIES



NAME ________________________________________________

RANK ________________________________________________

THOUGHTS/ MEMORIES: ______________________________

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

